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Seeking a paradigm shift in mental
health care
WHO’s guidance on community mental health services balances care and
support with rights and participation
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Recently, a High Court suggested that homeless persons with health conditions be

branded with a permanent tattoo, when vaccinated against COVID-19, since tracking a

‘floating population’ may be cumbersome. Earlier judgments have also suggested ‘round

ups’ of such persons to facilitate pathways into care. These are possibly well-intentioned

directives, but what follows is that bewildered persons are huddled in a vehicle and
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admitted into shelters or mental hospitals that are usually crowded, yet lonely. What

does this tell us about the way homelessness and mental illness are regarded in ‘polite’

society?

Persons with mental health conditions need a responsive care system that inspires hope

and participation without which their lives are empty. In many countries, persons with

severe mental health conditions live in shackles in their homes, in overcrowded

hospitals, and even in prison. On the other hand, many persons with mental health

issues live and even die alone on the streets.

Already a subscriber? Log in

Subscribe to read archive articles!

₹ 2399

Learn more about The Hindu subscription

Articles older than 1 year are a part of The Hindu archives,
available only to our premium subscribers.

The Hindu Digital + The Hindu ePaper + Crossword

SUBSCRIBE NOW

9 mins ago - News

No identity proof needed to exchange ₹2,000 notes: SBI

19 mins ago - New Articles

Section 144 imposed in Assam’s Guwahati to ensure peaceful public movement,
police commissionerate functioning

30 mins ago - India

Karnataka has shown ray of hope by defeating fascist, communal and divisive BJP:
PDP chief Mehbooba Mufti

44 mins ago - India

J&K: Security tightened at International Border ahead of G20 meeting in Srinagar

https://www.thehindu.com/latest-news/
https://www.thehindu.com/subscription/?utm_source=paywall&utm_medium=none&utm_campaign=annual&_ptid=%7Bkpdx%7DAAAA1xOc3mHxgAoKREMzUkVwWllwdRIQbGh4NnNtdDJoc2tha2NjMRoMRVhMOTg2MkpYSTlTIiUxODA4N25vMGQ0LTAwMDAzMjF0aDJlNHJlb3A3aWVpY28xN3I4KhdzaG93T2ZmZXJVVllUQzFSRTY1RTUyMDABOgxPVFFMWEkyQlJWMlhCDU9UVk1IOTAzOUZPMDBSEnYtgQDwNG4wZTJkOHpvajUzWicyNDAxOjQ5MDA6MWM2Njo0MWQ1OjFkY2I6ZDE3NDpmYzU3OjljNmFiA2R3Y2jX3ayjBnABeAw
https://www.thehindu.com/news/no-identity-proof-needed-to-exchange-2000-notes-sbi/article66877070.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/incoming/section-144-imposed-in-assams-guwahati-to-ensure-peaceful-public-movement-police-commissionerate-functioning/article66877047.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka-has-shown-ray-of-hope-by-defeating-fascist-communal-and-divisive-bjp-pdp-chief-mehbooba-mufti/article66877044.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/jk-security-tightened-at-international-border-ahead-of-g20-meeting-in-srinagar/article66877010.ece


READ MORE STORIES

https://www.thehindu.com/latest-news/

